
 

 

 

 

 

The Music Education Policy Roundtable 2014 Federal Legislative “Ask”:  ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Overview: 
V. School day ACCESSIBILITY to music education programs should be increased across the country. 

 Legislative Request:  Congress and the U.S. Department of Education should offer language acknowledging the 

nationwide trend of reduced school day time for music education programs, and recommending that this 

trend be reversed, via an increased focus on the delivery of comprehensive curriculums of learning. 

Key Points:  

 It is becoming more and more difficult for teachers to teach with limited resources and decreased school day class 

time (others won’t take music education seriously if we don’t). 

 Congress can draw a useful line in the sand by pointing out the dangers involved with “hollowing out music programs,” 

and recommending that music education remain an essential part of a full and balanced education. 

 Music education has a demonstrable positive impact on learning—that impact is reduced exponentially when 

programs are treated like an afterthought. 

 A beachhead has already been established on this front—Senator Robert Casey’s office previously worked with us on 

the development of such language during 2012’s markup session. 

 

Background: 

Much of the arts community’s lobbying during the fall of 2011 was directed toward the office of Senator Robert Casey (D-PA), 
who successfully added an amendment to the Harkin-Enzi ESEA reauthorization bill creating what was subsequently dubbed 
the “well-rounded education” fund.  During the Senate’s ESEA deliberations in spring 2013?, this “well-rounded” pot of money-
model was proposed again.  Under the Casey amendment, and once more in this latest bill, school districts would be eligible to 
use awarded funds to support music and the arts, civics and government, economics, environmental education, financial 
literacy, foreign languages, geography, health education, history, physical education, and social studies programs.  While not 
perfect, the Casey concept would potentially provide exciting new opportunities for music educators and researchers to 
pursue monies designated specifically for the benefit of classroom programs.   
 
During the height of Senate activity on the 2011 reauthorization bill, Senator Casey’s office, in tandem with HELP Committee 
staff, worked closely with the arts community to refine the report language of this amendment, as well as the various other 
sections of the broader ESEA legislation, that speak to issues of music and the arts.  With the trend of music education 
programs being “hollowed out” (with regard to time and resources) continuing to be a noted problem across the country, The 
Roundtable remains particularly interested in ensuring that passages drafted then, speaking to the importance of promoting 
the need to increase student accessibility to classroom music programs, also be included in the final version of any new version 
of the legislation.  
 

Don’t Forget The Roundtable Directive! 
 To ensure that Congress maintain the status of the arts as a CORE ACADEMIC SUBJECT in any reauthorization of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
 Legislative Request:  In order to ensure that all students receive a comprehensive education including 

sequential, standards-based music education as part of the core curriculum, we ask that Congress maintain the 
status of the arts as a core academic subject in any reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA). 

 


