
 

 

 

 

 

The Music Education Policy Roundtable 2014 Federal Legislative “Ask”:  ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
Overview: 

III. ACCOUNTABILITY provisions, which include a measure of music success, are essential. 

 Legislative Request:  Congress should include in any reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (ESEA), accountability provisions that include a measure of and for student achievement in 

music, to be implemented in a manner that ensures fairness to all students. 

Key Points:  

 Accountability reporting aids in tracking and analyzing student performance, and helps the field as a whole to better 

prepare students. 

 Most curricular decision making is done at the state and local levels, so it is only practical to allow regional officials to 

determine appropriate measures for tracking music success. 

 Current law requires the reporting of data on reading, math, science, and graduation rates—music advocates argue 

that all core academic subjects should be reported out on.  

 

Background: 

The guiding principle behind this request is to take full advantage of public accountability provisions entered into law with the 

adoption of No Child Left Behind legislation back in 2001.  Such provisions allow communities to hold their officials 

accountable for all subject matter aspects of a child’s education—including music and the other arts.  Where schools are now 

required to report math/reading scores and graduation rates, we believe that they should also be mandated to provide basic 

information on services to students in the way of music programs.  The exact nature of such reporting could be developed on a 

state-by-state basis (so as not to impose the burden of generating a brand new metric at the federal level).  

 

This “ask” sought in conjunction with our request for federally mandated data collection on the status of music programs, 

however, deals more directly with public reporting of education being provided to children at the state and local levels.  The 

detailed language of our request has been provided for your reference below:  

 Amend Title I., Part A, Subpart 1 Basic Program Requirements, Sec. 1111(h) State Plans to require states to collect 

and report annually comprehensive information about the status and condition of all core academic subjects for 

which challenging academic standards apply.  Such information should include student enrollment, pupil/teacher 

ratios, amount of instructional time, budget allocation, teacher subject certification, full time equivalent teacher 

load, or other such measures chosen by the state to be significant in the subject area. 

 

Don’t Forget the Roundtable Directive! 
 To ensure that Congress maintain the status of the arts as a CORE ACADEMIC SUBJECT in any reauthorization of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
 Legislative Request:  In order to ensure that all students receive a comprehensive education including 

sequential, standards-based music education as part of the core curriculum, we ask that Congress maintain the 
status of the arts as a core academic subject in any reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA). 

 

 


