
 

 

 

 

 

The Music Education Policy Roundtable 2014 Federal Legislative “Ask”:   

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 

Overview: 

VII.  Music conveys valuable benefits in EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and should be available under federally funded 

early childhood education programs.  

 Legislative Request: Congress should ensure that all appropriate federal funding for early childhood education, 

including but not limited to those funds made available under Head Start, Early Head Start, and the Child Care and 

Development Block Grant, as well as any proposed legislation, is made available for early music education and for 

purposes of early music education teacher training.  Further, Congress and the U.S. Department of Education should 

issue guidance language clarifying the availability of funds under such programs for the purpose of early music 

education.  

 

Key Points:  

 Millions of young children from low-income families lack access to high-quality, affordable preschool programs.  

 Decades of studies have found that quality preschool leads to a wide range of short- and long-term benefits, including 

better educational outcomes, stronger job earnings, and lower levels of crime and delinquency.  

 The primary question for leadership in the House and Senate is not whether the need for expanded early childhood 

education exists; rather, how best to provide and support early childhood programs from the Federal standpoint. 
 

Background: 

Early childhood education has been a recent focus for the White House as well as for Democratic leadership in the Senate and 

House Education committees.  In late 2013, Senator Tom Harkin introduced the Strong Start for America’s Children Act, which 

as of May 2014 is awaiting consideration by the full Senate.  This bill was also co-sponsored in the House by Committee on 

Education and the Workforce Ranking Member George Miller and Representative Richard Hanna.   
 

The proposed legislation builds on a White House proposal to expand early childhood education opportunities.  It establishes a 

new federal-state partnership with formula funding for 4-year old preschool, with a state match, to all eligible states, based on 

each state’s proportion of 4-year olds under 200% of the federal poverty level.  States would provide subgrants to high-quality, 

local providers, including local educational agencies and community-based providers (such as child care and Head Start 

programs) that have partnerships with LEAs. The bill also authorizes a new Early Head Start partnership with child care to 

improve the quality of care for infants and toddlers.   Senate HELP Ranking Member Lamar Alexander and House E&W 

Committee Chairman John Kline have emphasized in statements that building on existing early learning programs (such as the 

Child Care and Development Block Grant) is a better investment of resources. 
 

Don’t Forget The Roundtable Directive! 

 To ensure that Congress maintain the status of the arts as a CORE ACADEMIC SUBJECT in any reauthorization of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 

 Legislative Request:  In order to ensure that all students receive a comprehensive education including 

sequential, standards-based music education as part of the core curriculum, we ask that Congress maintain the 

status of the arts as a core academic subject in any reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (ESEA). 


