
 

 

 

 

 

The Music Education Policy Roundtable 2014 Federal Legislative “Ask”:  EVALUATION 

 
Overview: 

I. Music educators should be EVALUATED by qualified individuals utilizing reliable measures germane to their field. 

 Legislative Request:  Congress and the U.S. Department of Education should offer guidance language 

recommending that music educators be evaluated on how well their students learn and achieve in their 

respective discipline.  Accountability for any and all such measures of evaluation should be directly attributable 

to certified music teachers.  New evaluation systems should be developed in the context of the number of 

students being taught and instructional time available, limiting the use of data to reliable measures.  Likewise, 

observation-based teacher evaluations should be limited to those conducted by individuals with expertise in 

music education. 

Key Points:  

 Fairness in teacher evaluation benefits everyone:  students, teachers, principals, school administrators, and school 

systems. 

 Assessment is intrinsic to music education—music educators have never shied away from evaluation—all they want is 

a fair shake. 

 Music educators are here to help, and can:  share models of implementation, success stories, NAfME’s position 

statement on the issue, and/or make experts available to offer input. 

 Music educators are not seeking a mandate at the federal level—only guidance language.  If the U.S. Department of 

Education wishes for states to develop their own systems of accountability, then it only seems practical that it should 

aid them in articulating that ensuring a fair and measured manner of evaluating all core subject area educators is the 

recommended method of gauging success (others won’t take music education seriously if we don’t). 

 

Background: 

Increasing numbers of states, as well as local school districts, are developing teacher evaluation systems.  The issue is being 

brought to the front burner by on-again, off-again movement pursuant to the reauthorization of ESEA, and U.S. Department of 

Education waivers.  The systematic application of student scores to teacher evaluation must be done carefully if the resulting 

systems for evaluation are truly to benefit our students and our schools.  All involved in the construction and implementation 

of these protocols and systems must carefully consider the importance of basing evaluation decisions on valid information.  It 

is important for music educators and others involved in the process of executing evaluation to be aware of the related issues, 

in order to avert potential damage to school programs, teachers, and most of all, to students.  

 

Don’t Forget The Roundtable Directive! 
 To ensure that Congress maintain the status of the arts as a CORE ACADEMIC SUBJECT in any reauthorization of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
 Legislative Request:  In order to ensure that all students receive a comprehensive education including 

sequential, standards-based music education as part of the core curriculum, we ask that Congress maintain the 
status of the arts as a core academic subject in any reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA). 

 

 


