
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Music Education Policy Roundtable 2014 Federal Legislative “Ask”:  FUNDING 

 
Overview:   

IV. FUNDING should be made available to music programs through all appropriate ESEA-authorized programs. 

 Legislative Request:  Congress should ensure that all appropriate federal funding streams authorized under the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), particularly Title I monies, are made available for purposes of 

teaching music and for music education teacher training. 

Key Points:  

 Title I funding can be used to improve music curriculum, instructional activities, counseling, parental involvement, staff 

levels and program quality in traditionally disadvantaged schools.  Such funding can assist schools in meeting the 

“complete” educational goals of low-income students, and can provide teachers with much needed support for new 

instruments and supplies. 

 Title II, Part A funds can be used to support teacher professional development across all core academic subjects.  Since 

the arts are identified as a core academic subject under existing law, Title II funds should be used for the professional 

development of music teachers.   

 Clarity in the reauthorizing language of the legislation is needed in order to ensure funding is properly directed 

(Congress should exhort its will). 

 We seek the development of legislative language that would result in new opportunities to pursue access to federally 

allocated monies for music education programs, specifically. 

 

Background: 

Music education advocates work very hard to ensure that programs receive ample funding consideration via all applicable 

ESEA channels.  To that end, it is important to remind policymakers that: 

 Increasing the likelihood of federal funding for the arts under ESEA buttresses the effectiveness of music programs on 

the ground by maintaining and/or expanding the prevalence of current opportunities for students. 

 Currently, the number of opportunities to fund music education-specific programs and initiatives through ESEA is 

extremely limited. 

 Access to new funding channels via any reauthorization effort would greatly benefit the future of the field; most 

importantly, by helping to ensure that an adequate number of new music educators continue to enter the workforce, 

in the years to come. 

 

Don’t Forget the Roundtable Directive! 
 To ensure that Congress maintain the status of the arts as a CORE ACADEMIC SUBJECT in any reauthorization of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
 Legislative Request:  In order to ensure that all students receive a comprehensive education including 

sequential, standards-based music education as part of the core curriculum, we ask that Congress maintain the 
status of the arts as a core academic subject in any reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA). 


