
 

 

 

 

 

The Music Education Policy Roundtable 2014 Federal Legislative “Ask”:  RESEARCH 
 

Overview: 
II.  The U.S. Department of Education should collect RESEARCH to support the field of music education. 

 Legislative Request:  Congress should mandate that the U.S. Department of Education develop and carry out the 

process of collecting and disseminating federal data pursuant to the status of music education programs in order to 

generally benefit the field, and to assist organizations working to accurately gauge the landscape and provide support 

to educators in areas of the country where music education is threatened. 

Key Points:  

 State and local level decision makers depend upon data in order to make rational, well thought out decisions regarding 

education—we require that data. 

 In the past, the U.S. Department of Education has been uneven, at best, at meeting this need via its current data 

collection methods.  What we seek to achieve is consistency in practice (others won’t take music education seriously if 

we don’t). 

 Music advocates can much more effectively mobilize support and apply resources if they are better informed as to 

where exactly programs are struggling (or nonexistent) and where they are experiencing success. 

 

Background: 

Essentially, this is where we hope to get music education “on the map.”  As all music educators know, the real decisions 

regarding which curricula are taught are almost always made at the state and local levels.  Advocates must have the raw 

numbers available to them to share with local school boards and other decision makers in order to know where students are 

most lacking music, and how best to be of assistance.  In short, the “national norms” will help us to best make our point.  

Hence, we require the U.S. Department of Education to adequately fulfill its federal role by collecting this type of data on 

music—a measure which would do no more than place the arts on equal footing with all other core academic subjects, with 

regard to access to such relevant information.  Some quick facts: 

 The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), after a delay of 10 years, recently conducted a study of music 

and visual arts in a report released exactly three years ago.  That report, however (an eighth grade sample of only 

“responding” questions, not the “creating” or “performing” questions previously included in the 1997 NAEP), should 

be expanded to include a study of testing done in additional grade levels and testing done that better reflects what is 

actually occurring within the music education field.  

 A new Fast Response Survey System (FRSS) report on the arts was released within the past couple of years, and the 

findings, though often difficult to discern, are, indeed, useful to music advocates looking to make their case.  More of 

the same is required on a timely basis. 

 

Don’t Forget The Roundtable Directive! 
To ensure that Congress maintains the status of the arts as a CORE ACADEMIC SUBJECT in any reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 

 Ask:  In order to provide students with a comprehensive education and to support music’s key role in contributing to 
that goal, Congress must maintain the status of the arts as a core academic subject in any reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 

 

 


