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Got the writing bug? 
 
The National Association for Music Education (NAfME) offers  
 
 Six publications 

 
 Numerous online venues. 
 
 
See the NAfME website at 
 

www.nafme.org 
 
for a description and 
guidelines for each journal. 

Music Educators Journal,  
in print since 1914 



 Interesting and useful information. 
 

 Geared to your audience. 
  
 Like a good conversation. 

 
 Tells a story. 

 
 Has a memorable wrap-up.  

 
 No more than 13 words/sentence for online pieces. 

 
 



Ditch the weasel lawyer words.   
 

Simpler language = more accessible writing. 
  
Avoid:            Use:  Example: 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
as per   in  In your last e-mail … 
 

in order to  to  To get finished, you need to  
               get started. 
 

myself   me  Please send your results to  
               Sally and me. 
 

regardless  anyway  Anyway, he’ll have to get an  
               okay for the project. 
 

regarding  about  Look at the material about fundraising. 
 

this author  I  I think that teachers deserve our 
          support. 
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 Give folks a hand when you write. 
 

 Break up the page 
◦ bold subheads 
◦ bullet points 
◦ illustrations or photos 

 
 Use white space! 
  

 Get to the point.   



 Relate to your reader. 

 

 Tell an engaging story. 

 

 Use humor when appropriate.  
 

 Share memorable, uplifting ideas.  
Clipart.com 



 

 If in doubt, check it out!  
 

 Quotes should be confirmed.  
 

 Get two independent sources. 
 

 Not sure it’s correct?  Don’t print it. 

 



 

 Crack a dictionary or a 

stylebook occasionally. 
 

 Get Merriam-Webster Online on your 
computer’s toolbar: 
 

     http://www.merriam-webster.com 
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 Ask questions of your reader.   
 

We’d love to hear your opinion— 
             tell us what you think at nafme.org. 

 

 Kick people in the seat of their apathy once in 
a while. 

 

 Use point/counterpoints. 
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Avoid argumentum ad hominem:  Challenge 
a person’s ideas, not his or her integrity.   
 

Ask a colleague to take a look at your writing 
if it’s being published.  

 

Spend the extra minute up front.  



 Mistakes happen!  The original Declaration of 
Independence, the document on which the United 
States was founded, contained two errors, 
corrected in later editions.  

  

 Take frequent breaks.  Get away from the 
computer or desk at least once an hour. 
  

 When you write something, give your brain a 

24-hour vacation before you proof it.  You’ll 
catch more typos if your mind is fresh. 
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 Be a voracious reader. 
Great writers absorb ideas from all over. 
 
As Leonardo da Vinci said, “I have never  
met a man so ignorant that I couldn’t learn  
something from him.” 
 

 Take a daily walk. 

 

 Professional development is a must. 
   If you’re in an educational setting, I heartily recommend the    
   book Stylish Academic Writing by Helen Sword. 

 



   

Write a letter to the editor:  
  
 For Teaching Music, it’s Nelson  
    Duffle at NelsonD@nafme.org.  

 
 For Music Educators Journal,  
   it’s Patrick K. Freer at 
    pfreer@gsu.edu 
 
(Teaching Music and Music Educator  
Journal  go to all NAfME members.) 
 

 
 Tell us who you are, where you teach and what subject, and how 

to reach you. 

mailto:NelsonD@nafme.org
mailto:pfreer@gsu.edu


 Grab your NAfME member ID number, go to 
www.nafme.org, sign in using your e-mail/ID, 
and choose a category on the top banner.  
 
(This is how NAfME members access resources.) 

for Music Educators   for Advocates   for Supporters    Books 

http://www.nafme.org/


 
“for  Music Educators” will get you to the following areas; 
you can make contributions, too: 
  

NAfME offers subject-based FORUMS that allow members to ask 
questions and share ideas.  
 
(Band, Choral, Future Teachers, General Music, Guitar, Higher 
Education/Admin/ Research, In-ovations, Jazz, Music Composition, 
Orchestra, Teacher Evaluation, Tri-M Music Honor Society Advisors, 
and “The Music Situation Room,” an advocacy center) 
 

Share teaching tips/lesson plans at My Music Class.®   Log in 
and go to http://musiced.nafme.org/my-music-class/ and add 
your ideas. 

http://musiced.nafme.org/my-music-class/
http://musiced.nafme.org/my-music-class/
http://musiced.nafme.org/my-music-class/
http://musiced.nafme.org/my-music-class/
http://musiced.nafme.org/my-music-class/


“for Advocates” invites your participation: 

  

Share Your Story—A chance to share your 
music education successes and challenges with 
an audience of more than 50,000 music 
teachers and supporters.  Visit the page at … 
 

advocacy.nafme.org to find out more. 

  

 



 Got a music education issue in your 

school?  Get story/ideas to NAfME news 
editor Rosalind Fehr at RozF@nafme.org. 

 

 Your pictures are welcome, but be sure to 

get parent/guardian permission to use the 
image of any minor child.   
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To publish your research, consider 
 one of NAfME’s peer-reviewed 
 venues: 

  

   Update:  Applications  

        of Research in Music Education 

 
 
 

                Journal of Research in Music Education  

 



 Quantitative 
       Behavioral  
       Descriptive  
       Experimental/Quasi-Experimental 
  
 Qualitative 
       Case study 
      Ethnography 
       Grounded Theory 
       Narrative 
       Phenomenology 
     
 Mixed Methods 
 
 Historical 
 
 Philosophical 
 
“For research studies, don’t forget to follow APA format carefully including the 
section on publication ethics.” 
    —Dr. Wendy L. Sims, e-mail, May 2013 

 
 



 Two other publications, for general music teachers 
and music teacher educators, respectively, are 
 
     General Music Today  

 
 

              and 

 
   
     

 

 Journal of Music Teacher Education 
 

 

 Guidelines for these journals are at nafme.org. 

 

 



 Got a question about a NAfME program or 
publication?  Go to nafme.org and choose  
“for Music Educators” on the top banner. 
 

 Under the ABOUT tab, find a link titled 
“Headquarters Staff” where you can get help 
on a variety of topics by contacting individual 
NAfME staffers.  
 



 
 
Don’t wait until everything is perfect to begin 
writing for NAfME venues.  Start this month … 
 

Your professional journals and website need 
your contributions and your stories.   

 
The best time to start writing is 

 

 “Write Now!” 

Photos.com 


