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Session Description 
The Common Core Standards can easily be translated to any music rehearsal that values developing 
thoughtful, independent musicians who artistically perform with understanding of style, phrasing 
and expression. This session will reflect on current rehearsal practices, as well as provide practical 
strategies for implementing and documenting common core expectations.  Topics to be discussed 
include Common Core and National Music Standards, peer learning, assessment, developing 
independent musicians, and rehearsal planning that can address common core requirements. 
 
 

The big question… 
 

What do you want kids to know  and be able  to  do  
in music as a result of your instruction? 

 
 

• After your lesson—what will they tell their parents at dinner? 

• After the rehearsal—what has improved in student performance/understanding? 

• After the year—are they prepared for middle school, high school, and adult life as a music consumer/maker? 
  

“Conductors must teach for development of aesthetic sensitivity by helping students refine skills of 
perception and discernment, thus providing them with tools that enhance their ability to find meaning in 
music, make feelingful connections, experience the composer’s musical/artistic intent, increase the depth 
and frequency of aesthetic reactions, and make better personal value judgments about music (p.4). 
 

Schnoor, N. (2002). Incorporating Strategies Designed to Develop Aesthetic Sensitivity into 
Band Rehearsals. Update: Applications of Research in Music Education. 21(2), 2-9.  
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English Language Arts Standards 
Students Who are College and Career Ready in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, & Language 

 
As students advance through the grades and master the standards in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language, they are able to exhibit with increasing fullness and regularity these capacities 
of the literate individual. 
 

• They build strong content knowledge. 
• They respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline. 
• They comprehend as well as critique. 
• They value evidence. 
• They use technology and digital media strategically and capably. 
• They come to understand other perspectives and cultures. 

From www.corestandards.org 
 
 
 
Common Core websites/resources 

• www.corestandards.org 
• www.definingthecore.com 
• http://www.achievethecore.org/ 
• http://www.aep-arts.org/resources-2/common-core-and-the-arts/ 
• http://ances.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Arts+and+the+Common+Core 
• http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/50-common-core-resources-for-teachers/ 
• http://www.commoncoreelalessons.com/ 

 
Resource 

Music Journal Topics  by Peggy Neal Klein Morton 
McDonald Publishing Co. (2001)  ISBN# 1557087261 

 
 
Videos 

• https://www.teachingchannel.org/ 
• http://www.ccsso.org/resources/digital_resources/common_core_implementation_video_s

eries.html 
• http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Ye 
• http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3396 
• http://secc.sedl.org/common_core_videos/ 
• http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Academic-Content-Standards/Graduation-

Requirements/Common-Core-State-Standards-Videos 
• http://www.leadandlearn.com/courses/common-core-state-standards 

  



 

Standards	  
-‐	  based	  
learning	  

Creating	  

Performing	  

Responding	  

  
Creating Performing Responding 
Imagining 
− developing idea(s) (concepts, 

ideas, feelings) 

Selecting 
− choosing an artistic work 

(repertoire) to perform 

Selecting 
− choosing an artistic work 

and/or performance to 
experience 

Planning 
− experimenting, researching, 

and designing ways of 
presenting the idea(s) 
through artistic materials 

Analyzing 
− analyzing structure and 

researching background of 
work 

Analyzing 
− seeing/hearing and 

comprehending visual/aural 
features of the work and 
performance; mentally 
assembling what is seen/heard 
into a whole 

 Interpreting 
− developing a personal 

interpretation of work (an idea 
of its expressive intent or 
potential) 

Interpreting 
− developing a personal 

response to (constructing 
meaning from) the expressive 
ideas of both the creator(s) 
and performer(s) 

Making, Evaluating, Refining 
− applying knowledge and 

skills/technique to bring idea(s) 
to life through artistic work 
evaluating quality and refining 
successive versions (“drafts”) 
of the work 

Rehearsing, Evaluating, Refining 
− applying knowledge and 

skills/technique to bring 
personal interpretation to life 
through performance 
evaluating quality and refining 
successive versions of the 
performance 

Evaluating 
− evaluating quality of artistic 

work and its performance 

Presenting 
− presenting in performance or 

exhibiting completed work for 
others 

Presenting 
− performing work for others 

 

Shuler, S. (2011). Music Education for Life: The Three Artistic Processes—Paths to Lifelong 21st-Century Skills through 
Music. Music Educators Journal 97. doi:10.1177/0027432111409828 
 

What a l l  s tudents  should be  do ing in musi c  -   
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Common Core Standards for English-Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social 

Studies and Technical Subjects (Music) - Grades 6-12 
 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with 

diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and 
enhance understanding of presentations. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R 
Key Ideas and Details 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions 
drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course 
of a text. 

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 

connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 
whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually 
and quantitatively, as well as in words. * 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity 
of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently. 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W 
 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and 

collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 

 
 
 

Interested in Graduate study that is Standards-based with practical applications  
of music education for grades k-12? 

 
Check out  Western I l l inois  Univers i ty  -  www.wiu.edu/music  

School of Music -309-298-1544 
 

 
 


