Statement by the Music Education Policy Roundtable
On Laconia School District Music Cuts
The Laconia School District of New Hampshire has recently approved its 2016-2017 school year budget
plan, which includes a significant budget cut of $1.7 million that threatens music education for students
in the district of all ages. Based on projected enrollment in current offerings, the cuts could be felt by 43
enrolled band students, 10 jazz band students, 53 chorus students, 23 concert choir students, 12 for
guitar students, and 12 for music appreciation students. In addition, elementary and high school band
programs are being cut to after school programs and high school chorus programs are being reduced to
a one-semester class. In total, 153 music students could be affected by the cuts, approximately 25
percent of the high school population.
It is the Music Education Policy Roundtable’s continued vision that more resources should be made
available to provide all students, regardless of personal circumstance or background, the access to a
broad curriculum that includes a dedicated, rich experience with music. Our vision is reflected in current
federal priorities in the “Every Student Succeeds Act” (ESSA), a historic piece of legislation that replaces
“No Child Left Behind,” and also includes “music” as part of a “Well-Rounded Education.” This major
overhaul of federal education policy provides an enormous step forward for music education, focusing
on what makes a student whole, and nurturing the skills and assets that are critical to their future
success within the 21st century. With music’s strengthened federal status, we have the opportunity to
ensure every child has access to a broad and rich curriculum and the ability to become well-rounded
students.
The Roundtable encourages the Laconia School District to reflect current federal education priorities and
allocate future resources to provide a “Well-Rounded” curriculum, which includes comprehensive and
sequential-based school music programs. Furthermore, we strongly encourage the district to offer
instruction for these programs during the regular school day. Music programs are highly valuable in
engaging students (in particular at-risk students) by improving their overall participation and attendance
rates, and correlate with better grades across all subject matters. By removing these courses from

regular instructional hours, Laconia students risk losing these benefits at the elementary, middle, and
high school levels. The Roundtable strongly encourages all teachers and supporters of the music and arts
community to help the School Board recognize the benefits of music education for students. We
welcome the opportunity to engage in further dialogue with the Laconia School District regarding this
important matter.
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