
Description of the standard(s) template 
 
 
The National Coalition for Core Arts Standards (NCCAS) has been working over the past several 
years to update the National Standards for Arts Education. These voluntary standards are used 
across the country by arts K-12 teachers to guide instructional and curricular decisions. The 
standards also inform policy-makers about implementation of arts programs for traditional and 
emerging models of arts education.  
 
The Artistic Processes in the updated National Standards for Music Education incorporate the 
1994 National Standards within the processes of Creating, Performing, and Responding. Beyond 
the product of music making, these standards illustrate the process by which the students attain 
artistic competency. As with all subject areas, a commitment to quality education, equitable 
opportunities, and comprehensive expectations is embedded within the new arts standards. 
 
This pilot is focused upon the artistic process of performing, based on the NAEP assessment 
criteria. The standards for the 5th grade include the seven process components of:  Select; 
Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, and Present.  These are the processes through 
which a musician progresses when preparing music to perform.  Since the enjoyment and quality 
of musical performance is founded on how the music relates to students’ interest, abilities, and 
knowledge about music, the process begins when 5th grade students select music to perform. 
Music teachers can help expand students’ consideration of how content that matches current 
skills, interests, or performance contexts. One way teachers do this is by identifying a set of 
songs that would appeal to 5th graders based on a concept/skill taught and allow students to self-
select one for performance.  Then students learn to analyze the piece and identify the composer’s 
intent.  Once they have studied the music, they rehearse, obtain feedback, refine their 
performance and present the final performance for assessment.   
 
In education, what is chosen for assessment signals what is valued. Assessment is when we, as 
teachers, provide pre-designed opportunities for students to demonstrate what they have learned 
and the student work provides evidence of achievement. In other words, that which is collected 
tells students what is most important for them to learn. Model Cornerstones Assessments 
(MCAs) illustrate the type of evidence needed to show attainment of desired learning. They are 
to be embedded in curriculum and instruction (as opposed to externally imposed) and recur over 
grade levels becoming increasingly sophisticated over time. MCAs are intended to assess 
understanding via genuine performance and are evaluated with established measures (rubrics, 
checklists, etc.).  
 
This Model Cornerstone Assessment guides the student through a detailed sequence of how to 
Select; Analyze; Interpret; Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine; and Present music for performance 
from a series of songs learned.  Gradual Release (I do, we do, you do) is an effective 
instructional strategy used for teaching students process.  After the teacher selects a series of 
songs to learn based on a concept such as rhythm, note names, or solfege sequence, the students 
are guided to go through the process together as they learn each song. The songs may be sung, 
performed on pitched instruments or with recorders.  All assessment processes must be modeled 
by the teacher and practiced with the students so the assessment is in the student’s comfort zone. 
It is important that the assessment itself will not hinder the students’ demonstration of learning.  



To ensure student success, it is important that scoring devises (rubrics and checklists) be shared 
with the students during instruction so they learn to assess themselves and others using the 
provided scoring devices.  They also need to be familiar with using recording devices to capture 
their performance, keeping in mind that students could self-record at multiple times to capture 
pre-assessment performance with feedback provided.  Then the final performance also has the 
capability to show growth over time.  If students have personal learning devices such as iPads or 
electronic notebooks, the Model Cornerstone Assessment should be adapted to fit your school’s 
instructional process.  After completion, example of each achievement level will be submitted to 
the researchers, as well as aggregate student achievement data. 
  
  
Directions for administering the Model Cornerstone Assessment 
 
Steps: 

1. Teach a series of songs based on a concept (solfege, rhythm, context, etc.). 
2. Guide students through the processes of Select; Analyze; Interpret; Rehearse, Evaluate 

and Refine; and Present using the documents provided for the formative and summative 
assessments. 

3. During this process, a mid-check of learning will be done using the Analyzing Student 
Work (ASW) protocol.  The results of this check will inform your teaching by exposing 
gaps in learning for re-teaching and who is already proficient that needs assignments that 
are more challenging (differentiation).   The ASW protocol focuses on one aspect of the 
work or one criterion on the rubric.  If you want to assess multiple criteria, then you 
would use one form for each criterion. 

4. Once students feel comfortable with the process, they will do the process components 
independently for a summative assessment.   

5. The following are the process components to teach, practice and assess: 
 
Select 

ü This portion of the assessment should not be adjusted. 
ü This portion is to be done by students independently. 
ü Direct the students to select one of the rehearsed songs for performance and provide a 

copy of the Exit Slip for Select.  The student will answer the questions on the slip in 
complete sentences addressing the specific areas in each section. Remind students to 
complete all details listed in the question, if applicable, for their selection. 

ü Using the Exit Slip Rubric, score the Exit Slip for Select. 
ü Enter scores on the Exit Slip Documentation Form. 

 
Analyze and Interpret 

ü This portion can be done by individual students or in pairs if the same song was selected 
by both students. Each student would receive the same rubric scores when documenting 
scores. 

ü The student(s) work through the Analyze and Interpret document defining specific details  
about the music and the composer.  Note that there might not be information on the 
composer so this should be viewed as NA (not applicable). 

ü In the responding to music section, each student could write his name and answer the 
questions if their answers differ and they are working as a pair. 



ü Formative Assessment – students will turn this document in for teacher review.  As you 
complete the checklist, you may ask the student to redo or complete a section offering 
suggestions to assist the student in completing the tasks.  If a portion was not completed, 
ask the student if they need assistance with this portion and offer guidance.  

ü Summative Assessment - Score the document with the rubric if the student has completed 
this to the teacher’s satisfaction and there are no sections to redo or revise. If a student 
needs to revise or complete any portion of this document, then score it using the rubric 
after the revisions or completions have been made. 

 
Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine 

ü This portion must be done by individual students. 
ü The student completes a list of sections of the music that need to be addressed along with 

strategies for improving skills. 
ü Once they have rehearsed these improvements, students may record their progress at this 

point to later compare to the final performance. They will also self-assess and seek out 
the feedback of others (classmates and/or teacher). 

ü The feedback from self and others will be documented under the Refine section of the 
Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine student page. 

ü Formative Assessment – students will turn this document in for teacher review.  As you 
complete the checklist, you may ask the student to redo or complete a section offering 
suggestions to assist the student in completing the tasks.  If a portion was not completed, 
ask the student if they need assistance with this portion and offer guidance.  

ü Summative Assessment - Score the document with the rubric if the student has completed 
this to the teacher’s satisfaction and there are no sections to redo or revise. If a student 
needs to revise or complete any portion of this document, then score it using the rubric, 
after the revisions or completions have been made. 
 

 
Perform 

ü For public use:  teacher may use the rubric provided or create a performance rubric with 
the students. Notice the rubric has ensemble criteria. 
For pilot purposes, the provided recorder, singing, or mallet rubric only will be used.  

ü Students will record their performance. 
ü The rubric criteria is numbered for the teacher to select which criteria to use in scoring 

the performance – note that not all criteria are needed for every performance.   
ü The teacher will score the individual recorded student performances and report the scores 

on the Performance Documentation Form. 
ü Optional – students may self-assess their performance using the provided student rubrics. 

The data from these will not be collected for the pilot. 
 
Data collection and submission  
 
The teachers import the names of the students on each provided documentation form (Excel) for easy 
recording. The names will be changed to a number prior to submitting scores for the pilot project to 
maintain anonymity. Using the drop down menu, select the scores for each student and upload the 
document along with the following for each component: 
 



ü For Select – upload a sample “Exit Slip” for each of the four achievement categories 
Emerging, Approaches standard, Meets standard, and Exceeds Standard.  Note that it is 
possible you may not have examples for all four. 

ü For Analyze and Interpret - upload a sample “Analyze and Interpret” for each of the four 
achievement categories Emerging, Approaches standard, Meets standard, and Exceeds 
Standard.  Note that that it is possible you may not have examples for all four.   

ü For Rehearse, Evaluate, and Refine - upload a sample “Rehearse, Evaluate, and Refine 
Practice Plan” for each of the four achievement categories Emerging, Approaches 
standard, Meets standard, and Exceeds Standard.  Note that that it is possible you may not 
have examples for all four.   

ü For Perform - upload a sample mp3 recorded performance for each of the four 
achievement categories Emerging, Approaches standard, Meets standard, and Exceeds 
Standard.  Note that that it is possible you may not have examples for all four.  You may 
upload the mid-rehearsal recording along with the final recording if the students have 
completed one. 
 

 
Complete the (survey) form indicating: 
 

• Time required for each portion of the preparation and MCA: (a) teaching each process 
component; (b) for student practice of processes of the MCA; (c) for the assessment; (d) overall 
for the MCA. 

• Explain the musical pieces used in the MCA. Please upload scores of musical works /notation for 
songs. 

• Share the components or contexts of the selected pieces – influenced by personal interest, 
knowledge, context, and own and others’ performance abilities.  

• Share other activities used in instruction (in addition to the task itself) to assist in MCA skills 
• Other instructional choices/types of activities/ procedures for the music learned (for example, 

Solfege, rhythm patterns, notation, movement activities, performing on various other instruments) 
• Narrative of how you taught each process component, exposing necessary adaptations of the 

protocol provided. 
• Perception of the quality of student work. 
• Personal response to the MCA process and considerations of student learning, music teaching, 

and expectations of student achievement. 
 
 
Provided Documents: 
Teachers will have access to the following provided documents for the preparation of and 
execution of the MCA for student copies and score documentation: 
 
Select 
1.  For student - Exit Slip with Rubric  
2.  For documentation - Exit Slip Rubric Score Documentation Form 
 
Analyze and Interpret 
1. For student – Analyze and Interpret document with formative assessment checklist for teacher   
    use. 



2.  For documentation – Analyze and Interpret Documentation Form for summative assessment  
     rubric scores   
 
Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine 
1.  For student – Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine Practice Plan document with formative  
     assessment checklist for teacher use. 
2.  For documentation – Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine Document Form for summative  
     assessment rubric scores. 
 
Present 
1.  For student and teacher (note that teachers a copy of the rubric is provided to the students 
prior to assessing). 

a) Vocal Performance Rubric for Students and Teachers 
b) Recorder Rubric for Students and Teachers 
c) Mallet Rubric for Students and Teachers 
d) Self-Assessment and Reflection for Singing 
e) Self-Assessment and Reflection for Recorder 
f) Self-Assessment and Reflection for Mallet 
g) Template for Class Developed Rubric 

 


