
Description of the standard(s) template 
 
 

The National Coalition for Core Arts Standards (NCCAS) has been working over the past several 

years to update the National Standards for Arts Education. These voluntary standards are used 

across the country by arts K-12 teachers to guide instructional and curricular decisions. The 

standards also inform policy-makers about implementation of arts programs for traditional and 

emerging models of arts education.  

 

The Artistic Processes in the updated National Standards for Music Education incorporate the 

1994 National Standards within the processes of Creating, Performing, and Responding. Beyond 

the product of music making, these standards illustrate the process by which the students attain 

artistic competency. As with all subject areas, a commitment to quality education, equitable 

opportunities, and comprehensive expectations is embedded within the new arts standards. 

 

This pilot is focused upon the artistic process of performing, based on the NAEP assessment 

criteria. The standards for Harmonizing Instruments include the seven process components of:  

Select; Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, and Present.  These are the processes 

through which a musician progresses when preparing music to perform.  Since the enjoyment 

and quality of musical performance is founded on how the music relates to students’ interest, 

abilities, and knowledge about music, the process begins when Harmonizing Instrument 

students learn to select music to perform. Music teachers can help expand students’ consideration 

of how musical content matches with performers’ skills, interests, and the performance context. 

One way teachers do this is by identifying music that will appeal to students (often based on 

musical concepts, thinking strategies, and technical skills that are to be learned) and then 

encouraging students to self-select music for an upcoming performance (in class, for recording, 

or for an audience).  The students must learn to analyze the song and identify the impact of 

artistic intent, genre or style, composer, performance venue, and performer skill on an informed 

performance.  Once they have studied the music, they rehearse, obtain feedback, refine their 

performance and present a “final” performance for assessment.   

 

Assessment means providing opportunities for students to demonstrate and reflect upon what 

they have learned.  I believe that the things we choose to assess are the things that we value in 

learning, and so the student work that we collect during assessments tells our students what we 

find most important. The Model Cornerstones Assessments (MCAs) are drafts of assessment 

tools that we hope will assist you in determining what and how to assess your students’ 

performance capabilities at various times during their education. The MCAs are intended to be 

embedded within your curriculum and instruction (rather than imposed after, or external to, 

instruction) and should recur over grade levels, becoming increasingly sophisticated over time. 

MCAs are intended to assess student learning via genuine performance by using established 

assessment tools (e.g., rubrics, checklists, etc.). The Harmonizing Instruments Performing 

Model Cornerstone Assessment guides you and your students through a detailed sequence for 

how to assess learning related to Selecting, Analyzing. Interpreting, Rehearsing, Evaluating, 

Refining, and Presenting music.  

 

I suggest that you use a Gradual Release (I do, we do, you do) approach when you engage your 

students in this sequence. After you decide upon a group of musical selections that you want 



your students to learn (organized however you have developed your curriculum – perhaps by 

concepts, or by skill sets), guide your students through the process that you used to decide upon 

each piece as they learn. Early learners will make fewer independent decisions than more 

advanced learners, and with more teacher-developed criteria.  

 

Please model all assessment processes and practice them with your students so the assessment 

process is comfortable for them. It will be important that your students are familiar with the 

assessment process so their discomfort will not factor into an assessment of their capabilities.  

Please share the scoring devises (rubrics and checklists) with your students during instruction so 

they learn to assess themselves and others and so they can help you to provide feedback to us 

about the success of the scoring devices.  

 

Students should also become familiar with using recording devices to capture their 

performances, keeping in mind that they can self-record at multiple times to capture pre-

assessment performances for feedback as well as final performances for your evaluation.  That 

way, each student’s “final” performance also has the capability to show growth over time.  If 

students have personal learning devices such as iPads or electronic notebooks, the MCA should 

be adapted to fit these devices and their capabilities.  

 

After completion of the MCAs, you should submit student performance examples for each 

achievement level to the researchers as well as aggregate student achievement data. 

  
  
Directions for administering the Model Cornerstone Assessment 

 

1. Review all information provided. As you read the information, consider the purpose of each 

task as it relates to the standards (provided in your Dropbox folder), evidence requested to 

demonstrate student understanding/achievement, and scoring criteria to evaluate student 

achievement. 

2. Decide what class or classes you will use for this pilot and how much rehearsal time you 

want to devote to it.   

3. Create Guided journal with all questions and rubrics for students to fill out. Each student 

should receive a copy of the entire journal. 

4. Determine if any students should pursue Accomplished or Advanced achievement level for 

the task.  Using the scoring rubric provided, you will evaluate student work as being Novice, 

Intermediate, Proficient, Accomplished or Advanced. Students who satisfactorily complete 

the task described will achieve a rating of Proficient.  The Accomplished or Advanced levels 

were designed for your high performing students (See Explanation of Achievement Levels).  

Students pursing these higher levels are required to provide satisfactory evidence of: 

a. In-depth understanding of the selection, analysis and interpretation of two stylistically 

varied pieces. 

b. A high level of effectiveness at establishing relevant rehearsal goals, planning 

rehearsals, addressing musical challenges and refining performance.  

c. Presenting a high-level performance. 

d. Connecting with the audience when presenting music.  

 



5. Facilitate a discussion with the class about options for selecting music that will be analyzed, 

interpreted, rehearsed, recorded and evaluated by students over the coming weeks. The music 

should be new to the students and include opportunities for them to identify and address 

technical and expressive performance challenges over a designated number of rehearsals. See 

additional information about selecting music under Teacher Information. 

6. Determine if your students will use the documentation tasks and forms provided or use 

alternative methods of documentation (e.g., video excerpts, interviews, presentations).  

7. Determine how student work will be formatted and collected (e.g., electronically, in a folder, 

all at once or as completed). 

8. Monitor student engagement and success as they document their ability to independently 

select, analyze, interpret, rehearse, evaluate and refine selected music. Get involved only 

when necessary. 

9. Assist students as needed in recording their individual performances of the music during the 

first and last rehearsal. It is recommended that students have a recording device or 

microphone near them to capture individual performance in the context of the ensemble 

setting. If this is not possible students may record their individual performance outside of 

class.  

10. Collect the following student work (or alternative forms of documentation): 

a. All journal entries  

b. Recordings of individual rehearsal(s) and performance 

c. Initial Performance Evaluation 

d. Copies of music scores (or model audio files)  

11. Using the scoring rubric provided, evaluate student work. The task was designed with 

"Proficient" as the target score for most students. Students may earn an "Accomplished" or 

"Advanced" achievement level if you believe there is evidence to show that the additional 

criteria were met. Provide feedback to students and decide if you want to share their scores 

with them. 

12. Create a list of all students who completed the task and provide scores for the following 

processes:   

a. Select, analyze and interpret,   

b. Rehearse, evaluate and refine,  

c. Present music  

13. Complete a final written evaluation of this experience. As this is a pilot project, we are 

seeking to know what worked well for you and your students as well as what needs to be 

revised.  

14. Submit materials as requested. 

 
Data collection and submission  

 

The teachers import the names of the students on each provided documentation form (Excel) for easy 

recording. The names will be changed to a number prior to submitting scores for the pilot project to 

maintain anonymity. Using the drop down menu, select the scores for each student and upload the 

document along with the following for each component: 

 

 For Select-Analyze-Interpret (you may choose “Select” on the online form) – upload a 

sample Performance Journal (with entries for Select-Analyze-Interpret) for each of the 



four achievement categories Emerging, Approaches standard, Meets standard, and 

Exceeds Standard.  Note that it is possible you may not have examples for all four. 

 For Rehearse, Evaluate, and Refine - upload a sample Performance Journal (with entries 

for Rehearse-Evaluate-Refine) for each of the four achievement categories Emerging, 

Approaches standard, Meets standard, and Exceeds Standard.  Note that that it is possible 

you may not have examples for all four.   

 For Perform - upload a sample audio file of recorded performances for each of the four 

achievement categories Emerging, Approaches standard, Meets standard, and Exceeds 

Standard.  Note that that it is possible you may not have examples for all four.  You may 

upload the mid-rehearsal recording along with the final recording if the students have 

completed one. 

 

Complete the (survey) form indicating: 

 

 Time required for each portion of the preparation and MCA: (a) teaching each process 

component; (b) for student practice of processes of the MCA; (c) for the assessment; (d) 

overall for the MCA. 

 Explain the musical pieces used in the MCA. If available, please upload scores of musical 

works /notation for songs. 

 Share the components or contexts of the selected pieces – influenced by personal interest, 

knowledge, context, and own and others’ performance abilities.  

 Share other activities used in instruction (in addition to the task itself) to assist in 

developing the MCA-related skills. 

 Other instructional choices/types of activities/ procedures for the music learned (for 

example, oral/aural, solfege, notation, ensemble rehearsal, performing on various other 

instruments) 

 Narrative of how you taught each process component, exposing necessary adaptations of 

the protocol provided. 

 Your perception of the quality of student work. 

 Personal response to the MCA process and considerations of student learning, music 

teaching, and expectations of student achievement. 

 

 


