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W -
gress to work together 
these days, a new edu-

cation law received bipartisan 
support from the House and Senate 
to close the gaps in arts education 
in our schools.

The Every Student Succeeds 
Act, signed into law at the end of 

deserves a “well-rounded educa-
tion,” putting music and the arts 
alongside reading and math in the 
classroom. Every Student Succeeds 

Behind, which put a laser focus 
on reading and math and often 

budget pressure and mandatory 
standardized testing.

arts advocates. 
“The change of focus and intent 

in the Every Student Succeeds 
Act is clearly evident in the bill’s 
language. By including music 
and the arts in the definition of a 

is stating that these subjects are 
worthy of study by all students,” 

senior regulatory policy advisor.
Not only does Every Student 

and access issues for our nation’s 
underserved students,” the law 
also “provides funding and pro-
grammatic mechanisms by which 
to do so,” Tuttle said.

“We know that a gap of access 

between wealthy suburban schools 
and all others. Not only does ESSA 

education, including music, is 
important for all students, it pro-
vides funding to narrow the gap of 
access between wealthy and non-
wealthy schools,” Tuttle said.

While the new law hits a 
high note with many, “it’s also 

SWEET
important to note that music and 
the arts have been recognized 
as core subjects in all states via 
standards adoption, and in the 

-
sion in the Every Student Succeeds 
Act solidifies the place music has 
at the educational table, provid-
ing federal support for music as 
an important subject for all of our 
nation’s students to study and 
participate in,” Tuttle said.

Is music important?
The benefits of an arts educa-

tion, from developing language 
and reasoning to better SAT 
scores, have long been proven 
through research. 

-
nections across multiple forms 
of knowledge – and multiple 

Tuttle said. “All aspects of study, 
knowledge and brain function 

come together in the performing 
of music with an immediacy that 
makes each aspect tangible and 
compelling for the student,” she 
said.

and community, “active par-
ticipation in music brings habits 
essential for success in soci-
ety. Through practicing music, 
students develop the habit of 
persistent work toward a goal. 
Through working with colleagues 

on the shared task of honing a 
performance, they learn both how 
to set the high goal of ‘nailing’ 
every note and cooperating with 
their colleagues to make certain 
that every aspect of an ensemble 

they learn to value innovation and 
creativity as they write, improvise 
or recreate music,” Tuttle said.

For more information, visit 

The Every Student Succeeds  
Act raises profile of arts in education  
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“All aspects of study, 
knowledge and brain 

function come together in 
the performing of music with 

an immediacy that makes 
each aspect tangible and 

compelling for the student.”
Lynn M. Tuttle, National Association 

for Music Education

PIXABAY.COM

Music in Our Schools Month

March is Music in Our Schools Month, a 

celebration of school music that started as 

a day in New York in 1973 and grew nation-

wide, and monthlong, in 1985.

For activity ideas and more facts on the 

power of music education, go to nafme.org/

programs/miosm.

How many kids participate in music 
education?

According to ChildTrends.org, 48 percent of eighth-

grade students in the U.S. participated in school 

performing arts in 2013, compared with 51 percent in 2012 

and 55 percent in 1991.Among 10th-graders, 36 percent participated in 2013 

– the same percentage as in 1991 – and among 12th-

graders, 37 percent participated in 2013, compared with 41 

percent in 2010.


