
 

 

 

 

 

News Release 

 

The Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) is pleased to announce the association is once again 

celebrating March as Music In Our School Month, with performances throughout the month at Noon in the Main 

and East Wing Rotundas. A full schedule is available on the PMEA website: http://www.pmea.net/specialty-

areas/music-in-our-schools-month/  

 

PMEA will hold its fifth annual Music Education Advocacy Day at the state Capitol in Harrisburg on 

Wednesday, March 30. During this event PMEA members, along with community members from school 

districts across the state, will have the opportunity to listen to remarks from those who have been positively 

impacted by the music education they received in school. Speakers will also discuss their concern in the lack 

of a 2015-2016 state budget as well as issues relating to the 2016-2017 state budget. Those in attendance will 

also be able to enjoy concerts throughout the day, and most importantly, they will meet with legislators and/or 

their staff members to share the core message of the importance and value of a K-12 sequential, standards-

based arts curriculum taught by certified arts educators.   

 

Registration for the event will begin at 9 a.m. in the Main Rotunda for those attending. A news conference will 

follow take place at 11:15 a.m. in the Main Rotunda. Performances from school groups are planned at noon in 

the East Wing and Main Rotunda. That schedule is as follows: 

 

Noon – Salisbury High School Chorus, Rachel Reinecke, Director (Rotunda) 

Noon – Central Dauphin High School Wind Ensemble, Matt Carraher, Director (East Wing) 

 

New Conference Speakers: 

• Mark Despotakis, PMEA Advancement of Music Education Council Chair 
• Ronny Lau, NAfME Legislative Policy Advisor 
• Scoot Sheehan, NAfME Eastern Division President 
• Pennsylvania Representative Eddie Day Pashinski 
• Richard Sniscak, PMEA Outstanding Superintendent, Parkland School District  
• Mairi Cooper, Fox Chapel Area School District, 2015 Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year 
• Ron Cowell, Education Policy and Leadership Center 
• Abby Garrigan, Senior, Salisbury High School 
• Dennis Emert, PMEA President  

 
For more information please contact Abi Young, PMEA Executive Director abiyoung@pmea.net / 610-562-
9757). 

PMEA is a statewide nonprofit organization of over 4,000 members, dedicated to promoting the musical 
development of all Pennsylvanians. The present membership evolved from a small group of band directors 
dating from 1933. Today, the organization includes those engaged in music instruction at all levels, from 
preschool through college and university, as well as those in the music industry, merchandising and publishing. 
The organization promotes and supports quality music education, learning and performance as well as 
promoting and supporting music education in schools and communities. PMEA is affiliated with The National 

Association for Music Education, NAfME. 
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