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Higher Education Act Reauthorization Requests 

 

NAfME Federal Legislative Recommendations: 

ALIGN TEACHER PREPARATION WITH ESSA’S COMMITMENT TO A WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION:  In a bipartisan 

fashion, Congress passed, and the president enacted, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). ESSA makes clear that 

students should have a “well-rounded education” based in a broad curriculum, including music.  ESSA does not simply 

mention well-rounded education as a good idea; this language stipulates that Congress expects schools to act on those 

words. Schools are required to assess their ability to provide a well-rounded education, and there is no better way to 

achieve this goal than to have highly effective qualified teachers ready to teach in content areas like music. 

The current iteration of the Higher Education Act (HEA) does not acknowledge a “well-rounded education” or its 

teachers in the teacher preparation provisions.  HEA reauthorization must signal to Institutions of Higher Learning (IHE) 

that strong preparation programs for well-rounded subjects are important as a support for ESSA’s call for a well-rounded 

education. 

➢ Teacher Quality Partnership Grants:  These competitive grants aim to improve and reform teacher education 

programs by awarding funds for providing clinical experiences, preparing highly qualified teachers as early 

childhood educators, and providing incentives for graduate level training in exchange for agreements to serve 

three years in a high-need school.   

Language Recommendations: 

PURPOSE- Title II, Part A, Sec. 1022, is amended to be read as follows: 

1) “by inserting the following at the end of subsection (A):  

5) Recruiting highly qualified individuals into the teaching forces for all well-rounded education subjects 

(as defined in section 8101 of the Elementary and Secondary Act of 1965). 

 

➢ Graduate fellowships to prepare faculty in high-need areas at colleges of education:  These competitive grants 

support graduate students becoming education professors who will prepare highly qualified teachers in high-

need areas.   
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Language Recommendations: 

TYPES OF STUDY- Title II, Part B, Sec. 1036 (d)(2) is amended to be read as follows: 

1) “by inserting the following at the end of subsection (d)(2): 

((A) science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and all other well-rounded education subjects.   

 

PROMOTE DIVERSITY AND CULTURAL RESPONSIVENESS IN MUSIC EDUCATION:  Given the majority-minority make-up 

of the student population in today’s public schools, HEA reauthorization should prioritize culturally responsive pedagogy 

both generally and specifically as part of the well-rounded education policy of ESSA.  

A diverse student population is best served by a diverse and culturally responsive teacher workforce. In the school music 

student population, however, certain segments of what would make for a diverse population are underrepresented. A 

2011 study showed that nearly two-thirds of students in music performing ensembles were Caucasian and middle class; 

only 15 percent were African-American and 10 percent Latino.1 Students for whom English was not their native language 

accounted for only 10 percent of ensemble members.  Related research found that only seven percent of music teacher 

licensure candidates were African-American, two percent Latino or Asian, and less than one percent were Native 

American/Alaska Native, Pacific Islander, or Multiracial.2   Often, the process of becoming a music teacher is rooted in 

the Western classical tradition that, on its own, is not conducive to cultural responsiveness. Efforts to correct this 

inherent flaw in music teacher preparation are ongoing, but policy-level accountability would incentivize increased and 

comprehensive efforts. The future of music education must include culturally responsive pedagogy that enables 

effective teaching and learning in inclusive classrooms. 

➢ Strengthening Institution Programs: These programs provide funding to Institutions of Higher Education (IHE) 

where at least 50 percent of degree-seeking students are receiving needs-based assistance. 

  Language Recommendations:   

PROGRAM PURPOSE- Title III, Part A. Sec. 1057, (c) is amended to be read as follows:  

1) “by inserting at the end of subsection (c): 

(14) Establishing or enhancing a program of teacher education, for all well-rounded education subjects 

(as defined in section 8101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965), designed to qualify 

students to teach in a public elementary or secondary in the State that shall include, as part of such 

program, preparation for teacher certification. 

➢ Strengthening Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Other Minority-Serving Institutions:  This 

section provides mandatory appropriations for programs that support minority-serving institutions.  Among the 

authorized use of funds is curriculum development for teaching programs.   

Language Recommendations:   

GRANTS TO INSTITUTIONS- Title III, Part B, Sec. 1062 (a)(10) is amended to be read as follows:   

1) “by striking all of (10), and inserting in its place: 

                                                           
1 Kenneth Elpus, and Carlos R. Abril, “High School Music Ensemble Students in the United States: A Demographic Profile,” Journal of 
Research in Music Education, 59, no. 2 (2011), 128-145. 
2 Kenneth Elpus, “Music Teacher Licensure Candidates in the United States, A Demographic Profile and Analysis of Licensure 
Examination Scores,” Journal of Research in Music Education 63, no. 3 (2015), 314-335. 
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(10) Establishing or enhancing a program of teacher education, for all well rounded education subjects 

(as defined in section 8101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965), designed to qualify 

students to teach in a public elementary or secondary school in the State that shall include, as part of 

such program, preparation for teacher certification. 

➢ Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs): This program provides competitive grants to HSIs, defined as an institution 

with an enrollment of undergraduate students of at least 25 percent Latino students.  Among the authorized 

use of funds is curriculum development for teaching programs.   

Language Recommendations:   

   AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES- Title V, Part A, Sec. 1101b(b)(12) is amended to read as follows: 

1)  by striking all of (12), and inserting in its place: 

(12) Establishing or enhancing a program of teacher education for teachers of all well-rounded education 

subjects (as defined in section 8101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965) designed to 

qualify students of to teach in public elementary schools and secondary schools. 

 

LOAN FORGIVENESS FOR WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATORS:  Loan forgiveness provisions currently exist in the HEA for 

reasons that include working in high-need areas and professions, and public service.  Currently, there are three 

provisions of the law where teachers are eligible for loan forgiveness.  In order to maintain an emphasis on the 

importance of training highly effective and quality educators to teach our students, not only must these loan forgiveness 

provisions be maintained, they should now support all educators of well-rounded education subjects.   

➢ Language Recommendations for Federal Family Education Loan Programs and Perkins Loan Programs: 

LOAN FORGIVENESS FOR TEACHERS- Title IV, Part B, Sec. 1078-10, is amended to read as follows: 

1) “by striking all of (3), and inserting in its place: 

(3) Additional amounts for teachers in mathematics, science, all additional well-rounded education 

subjects (as defined in section 8101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965) or special 

education Notwithstanding the amount specified in paragraph (1), the aggregate amount that 

the Secretary shall repay under this section shall not be more than $17,500 in the case of— 

LOAN FORGIVENESS FOR SERVICE IN AREAS OF NATIONAL NEED and FEDERAL PERKINS LOANS CANCELLATION - 

Title IV, Part E, Sec. 1087ee is amended to read as follows: 

1) “by striking all of (g) in Sec. 1087ee and inserting in its place: 

 

(G)  as a full-time teacher of mathematics, science, foreign languages, bilingual education, any additional 

well-rounded education subject (as defined in section 8101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education 

Act of 1965), or any other field of expertise where the State educational agency determines there is a 

shortage of qualified teachers; 

 

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE JACOB K. JAVITS FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM: Created in 2002, the Jacob K. Javits Fellowship 

Program was established with the main purpose of providing fellowships to students who demonstrated superior 

academic ability and gave numerous opportunities for students to partake in doctoral and master studies in selected 

fields of fine arts, humanities, and social studies.  Students who were admitted to the program had their tuition payed 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=20-USC-1439577118-1492046377&term_occur=137&term_src=title:20:chapter:28:subchapter:III:part:B:section:1062
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=20-USC-431720352-300208765&term_occur=12&term_src=title:20:chapter:28:subchapter:III:part:B:section:1062
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=20-USC-1439577118-1492046377&term_occur=169&term_src=title:20:chapter:28:subchapter:V:part:A:section:1101b
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=20-USC-1852188632-1672252133&term_occur=34&term_src=title:20:chapter:28:subchapter:V:part:A:section:1101b
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=20-USC-1264422296-300208764&term_occur=823&term_src=title:20:chapter:28:subchapter:IV:part:B:section:1078%E2%80%9310
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=20-USC-1439577118-1492046377&term_occur=165&term_src=title:20:chapter:28:subchapter:IV:part:E:section:1087ee
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=20-USC-1600406783-300208740&term_occur=20&term_src=title:20:chapter:28:subchapter:IV:part:E:section:1087ee
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for up to forty-eight months and received a yearly stipend of $30,000.  The program was extremely competitive, 

admitting only six to eight percent of the applicants.  Unfortunately, the program was defunded in 2011. 

We ask Congress to reauthorize this key-fellowship program and improve upon its support for musical masters and 

doctoral studies.  In the program’s previous iteration, the U.S. Department of Education only marked performance, 

theory, composition, and literature, as eligible fields of study within music for the fellowship.  To improve the fellowship, 

language should require that the U.S. Secretary of Education list music education amongst eligible fields of study. 

➢ Language Recommendations for the Jacob K. Javits Fellowship Program: 

 AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS – Title IV, Part A, Sec. 1134d, is amended to read as follows: 

1) “by striking “2009” and inserting in its place:  

“2018”. 

AUTHORITY AND TIMING OF AWARDS – Title IV, Part A, Sec. 1134, is amended to read as follows: 

1) “by inserting at the end of subsection (a): 

 

(1) The Secretary of Education shall ensure that music education, performance, theory, composition, 

and literature is included among the fields of study for which a fellowship may be awarded under 

subpart 1 of part A of title VII of the Higher Education Act of 1965 


