


Welcome t o a new nat ional campaign in support  
of arts education for all students!

ArtsAreEducation.org

https://artsareeducation.org/


Sponsored by 

Arts Education Partnership

American Alliance for Theatre and Education

National Art Education Association

Educational Theatre Association

National Association for Music Education

National Dance Education Organization

State Education Agency Directors of Arts Education

Young Audiences Arts for Learning

3



What we know
Arts education

✔nurtures healthy, inclusive communities 

where all points of view are respected.

✔promotes cultural awareness and civil 

discourse. 

✔supports the social and emotional well -being 

of students and fosters a welcoming and safe 

school environment;  

✔provides multiple pathways for every 

student’s creative voice and the 

communication of their ideas.
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Arts education is part of a well -rounded 
educat ion for all st udent s as underst ood 
and support ed by federal and st at e  
policymakers.
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The Challenges to arts education in 
2021-22

●Budget shortfalls

●A focus on remediation

●A continued need for Personal 

Protective Equipment that is 

unique to the performing arts 

classroom 
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The campaign core ask 

The Arts ARE Education and must remain central to a 

well -rounded education and fully funded to support the 

well -being of all students and the entire school 

community.

We are asking school boards and community members 

throughout the country to support funding for school -based 

arts education programs in 2021-22.
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What we must do

Mobilize our colleagues, 

teachers, administrators, 

students, legislators, and all 

community members who believe 

that school -based education in 

dance, media arts, music, theatre 

and visual arts must remain 

available to all students.

8



The campaign tools 

The Arts ARE Education

School Board Resolution 

Whereas all students have the right to 

an arts education that includes dance, 

media arts, music, theatre, and visual 

arts taught by certified arts educators, 

in partnership with community 

providers…
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The campaign tools 

The Arts ARE Education Pledge 

The arts are part of a balanced 

education, providing America’s 

learners with crucial skills and 

knowledge they need to be 

productive, college- and career-

ready individuals…
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Please fully fund public education, 

including the arts, during this year’s 

budgeting process. In addition, I 

encourage you to invite the schools 

in your legislative district to adopt 

the Arts ARE Education resolution 

at https://artsareeducation.org

State Representative Template Letter
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The campaign tools 

Dear School Board letter

The Arts ARE Education Resolution 

asks you, the school board for 

____________ district, to resolve that 

the district will continue to fully fund 

and provide appropriate resources to 

support arts education programs 

during the 2021-2022 school year and 

beyond…

12



Campaign talking points
Schools and communit ie s t hat  re cognize  t he  value  of art s e ducat ion in 

t he  2021-22 school ye ar and be yond should e nsure  t hat :

✔Arts education programs continue to be funded.

✔Classes are offered across all arts disciplines and appropriately 

scheduled.

✔Curriculum and scheduling designed to address “learning loss” include 

the arts.

✔Arts educators continue to be employed and teach in the discipline for 

which they were trained.
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✔Instructional resources that are critical to an arts program’s success 

should always be  available .

✔Professional deve lopment  for art s educators be  appropriat e  and 

comparable  t o t hat  of othe r subject  area t eachers.

✔Facilit ie s built  and furnished for art s-based act ivit ie s be  used for t hat  

purpose .

✔Art s educator evaluat ion be  done  in t he  large r context  of professional 

deve lopment  and mindful of t he  “new norms” of pract ice  adopted 

under t he  pandemic e ra.
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ArtsAreEducation.org

https://artsareeducation.org/


Conversation with music ed advocates



Music Education and Social Emotional Learning

https://nafme.org/wp-content/files/2020/05/Music-and-SEL-Pamphlet.pdf

https://nafme.org/wp-content/files/2020/05/Music-and-SEL-Pamphlet.pdf


Local Advocacy Action Plan

https://nafme.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Local-Advocacy-Action-

Plan.pdf

https://nafme.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Local-Advocacy-Action-Plan.pdf


Other advocacy resources…





NAfME Public Policy Staff

Matt BaruschLynn Tuttle Tooshar Swain
State Advocacy Engagement

Manager 

MattB@nafme.org

Director of Public Policy, Research, 

& Professional Development

LynnT@nafme.org

Assistant Director of Public Policy

ToosharS@nafme.org

Rob Edwards
Public Policy Manager

RobE@nafme.org

mailto:MattB@nafme.org
mailto:LynnT@nafme.org
mailto:ToosharS@nafme.org
mailto:RobE@nafme.org
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