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Modern Band Meets the Secondary Choral Rehearsal
This plan is truly a 10-minute introduction, but it could carry over several rehearsals to give students an opportunity to revise their arrangement as well as their performance in collaboration with others. 
Materials needed: a computer and a projector
Objective:  

Students will develop choral skills by covering a song of their choice using only their voices and bodies.
Standards:
Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.

MU:Cr2.1.E.Ia  Select and develop draft melodies, rhythmic passages, and arrangements for specific purposes that demonstrate understanding of characteristic(s) of music from a variety of historical periods studied in rehearsal.

Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation.

MU:Pr5.1.E.Ia  Develop strategies to address expressive challenges in a varied repertoire of music, and evaluate their success using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances.
Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.

MU:Re9.1.E.Ia  Evaluate works and performances based on personally- or collaboratively developed criteria, including analysis of the structure and context.

Procedure:

1) Ask students to listen to Michael Jackson’s “Billie Jean” and approximate the drums by beatboxing. (Say “boots and cats,” then take out the vowels.)

2) Repeat and have everyone approximate the bass line with their voices.
3) Do the same for the keyboard and keyboard harmony.

4) Put it together and add a lead singer if possible.
5) Choose a model to share from Mike Tompkins’s YouTube channel. 

(“Rolling in the Deep”—below—is still a favorite because individual instruments are labeled.)
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6) Explain that each box will be a different person in the group and assign or allow students to make peer groups of four or five.

7) Share the goal: To create a one-minute version of a song of their choice using only their voices and bodies.

8) Provide a list of three- and four-chord songs to speed the selection process and encourage a manageable choice. 

9) Give students time and space to work on their own. You might create midpoint assignments if the project is extended over multiple weeks or have students keep a semi-structured journal that includes how it’s going as well as documenting what they accomplished.
10) Perform for each other.

Reflection:
Discuss what choral skills they practiced while doing this activity:
· Listen to each other​
· Listen for layers
· Collaborate to decide how to start, how to end​

· Be able to start together and feel it together

· Independent musicianship/holding part
· Self-evaluation
· Etc.

Negotiated Assessment:
1) Ask students in each group to determine the elements of a successful arrangement and a successful performance (example below).

2) Determine their order of priority.

3) Decide how many points should be dedicated to each based on this order.

4) (At a midpoint, peers could provide feedback for each other given the lists.)

5) After the final performance, students receive feedback from the instructor.

	Goals
	Priority
	Points possible
	Assessed points
	Feedback
	Final Grade

	Arrangement
	
	25
	
	
	

	   Original intro and   

   outro
	1
	13
	11
	
	

	   At least four    

   layers/parts
	2
	10
	9
	
	

	Performance
	
	25
	
	
	

	   In tune and 

   together  
	1
	15
	12
	
	

	   Faces and bodies 

   engaged
	2
	12
	11
	
	

	
	
	50
	43
	
	


Adapted from Honeyman (2018)

� Music Will, “Modern Band 101,” PowerPoint slides, �HYPERLINK "https://musicwill.org/educators/workshop-powerpoints/"��https://musicwill.org/educators/workshop-powerpoints/�.


� Mike Tompkins, Tompkins TV: Music, Stories, Coffee, YouTube channel, �HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYEnCCeFBCbrlmuNVzs21LQ"�https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYEnCCeFBCbrlmuNVzs21LQ�.


� Frank Abrahams et al., “Going Green: The Application of Informal Music Learning Strategies in High School Choral Ensembles,” in The Oxford Handbook of Choral Pedagogy, ed. Frank Abrahams and Paul D. Head (Oxford University Press, 2017), 65–86.


� Pete Honeyman, “Negotiated Assessment Criteria in Popular Music” (Learning and Teaching Academy, University of the Highlands and Islands, 2018), �HYPERLINK "https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/t4-media/one-web/university/learning-and-teaching-academy/event-docs/assessment-and-feedback-symposia/2018/20181129_honeyman_feedback-symposium.pdf"�https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/t4-media/one-web/university/learning-and-teaching-academy/event-docs/assessment-and-feedback-symposia/2018/20181129_honeyman_feedback-symposium.pdf�.





Music In Our Schools Month® 2024-2025 Secondary Choral: Modern Band Meets the Secondary Choral Rehearsal
© 2025 National Association for Music Education

